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The Latin-American Water Court’s Jury censors four Latin-American countries for severe water related damages

The Jury of the Latin-American Water Court (LAWC), held various governmental authorities from Mexico, Honduras, Peru and Chile, responsible for not enforcing their environmental legislation and international commitments to preserve their water sources and their population’s health and wellbeing. Furthermore, three open pit mining industries were also found responsible for causing severe environmental impacts and for the inadequate use of water sources. The LAWC scheduled its hearings October 8th through October 11th, 2007 in Guadalajara, Mexico.

Both, the public authorities and private companies were called upon for these hearings in order to settle a long lasting dialogue with the opposing parties to bring about a joint solution to the environmental problems reviewed by this court.

The Latin American Water Tribunal is an international, independent and autonomous organization of alternative environmental justice that deals with several water related conflicts.
The jury of this court was formed by renowned professionals, among them Dr. Philippe Texier, chairman of the Supreme Court of France and current president of the United Nations Social, Economic and Cultural Rights Committee; he served as the LAWC’s chairman on this occasion; Dr. Alexandre Camanho de Assis, investigator, judge and regional prosecutor of Brazil; Dr. David Barkin Rappaport, a recognized investigator awarded with the Mexico’s national economics prize; Dr. Luis Gabriel Torres, Theologist and Philosopher, with a recognized experience as a researcher on social ecology, currently he is a professor at the Center for the Studies and Research on Social Anthropology; Dr. Salvador Montenegro, director and founder of the Center for the Research on Water Resources in Nicaragua; Dr. Catharina Wesseling, a renowned epidemiologist with a vast research experience; and Licda. Patricia Diaz Romo, with a vast experience on documentaries and projects related with indigenous communities (the Huicholes) in Mexico.

So far, the Latin American Water Tribunal has scheduled four Public Hearings: two of them in San Jose, Costa Rica (2000 and 2004), one in Mexico City (2006) and the fourth one in Guadalajara, Mexico (2007). The LAWC has issued 40 resolutions in its hearings and has reviewed nearly 200 complaints on water issues from Latin-American.
To consult the Latin American Water Court’s latest resolutions, please contact the following website: www.tragua.com
www.tragua.com ( tragua@racsa.co.cr ( Apdo. Postal 101-6000 San José, Costa Rica  (  (506) 588-0131
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